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Patrons of a Rome bar read of the initialing of the Vietnam cease-fire pact. 


Peking, Moscow Welcome 
Vietnam Cease-Fire Accord 


From News Dispatches 

The Soviet Union and 
China, the two principal 
suppliers of weapons and 
aid to North Vietnam, yes- 
terday welcomed the Viet- 
nam cease-fire agreement. 

The Soviet Foreign Minis- 
try, in a statement, said: 
“Initialing of the agreement 
on stopping the war and re- 
storing peace in Vietnam is 
a serious realistic step to- 
ward a peaceful settlement 
in Vietnam. 

“Initialing of the agree- 


ment is a success for the Vi- 
etnamese people, a success 
for the forces of peace and 
freedom,” the Soviet state- 
ment continued. “It is to be 
expected that it will be 
signed at the appointed time 
and successively carried 
out” 

The Chinese Foreign Min- 
istry also issued a brief 
statement which said- in full: 
“We welcome the‘ signing of 
the agreement to end the 
war and restore peace be- 
tween Vietnam and the 
United States of America. 


“It is not only in conform- 
ity with the interests of the 
Vietnamese people and the 
American people but will also 
be conducive to the relaxation 
of tension in the Far East and 
Asia.” 

The Soviet Union has 
throughout the war been 
North Vietnam’s chief sup- 
plier, and only last month 
signed a new aid agreement 
with Hanoi. 

, China has also supplied 
North Vietnam with military 
jand civilian aid during the 
(long years of the war 
against first the French and 
then the Americans. At one 
time, China had up to 40,000 
engineers helping Hanoi re- 
build roads, bridges and rail 
lines. 

Reports from Moscow yes- 
terday said peace in Viet- 
nam will enable Soviet Com- 
munist Party chief Leonid 
Brezhnev to proceed with 
plans t o visit the United 
States this year. 

Reports from Peking said 


diplomats in the Chinese 
capital saw the settlement 
removing one of the major 
obstacles to improvement of 
Sino-American relations. 

The cease-fire agreement 
was also welcomed in a 
number of other world capi- 
tals. Many countries ex- 
pressed hope that it would 
lead to a stable, durable 
peace throughout Indochina. 

A number of world lead- 
ers also looked ahead 4;o the 
task of relief and postwar 
reconstruction. 

U.N. Secretary General 
Kurt Waldheim expressed 
gratification at the cease- 
fire agreement and said the 
United Nations “stands 
ready to play any role which 
may be required' of it. 
tr for add three 
In Geneva, the United Na- 
tions Children’s Fund (UNI- 
CEF) yesterday launched a 
massive appeal to help the 21 
million children of Indochina. 

Officials of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross said in Geneva that 
relief experts are standing 
by to fly to the countries of 
Indochina as the cease-fire 
takes effect. 

A nucleus of about 60 spe- 
cialists could arrive in Viet- 
nam wihtin a few days to 
join relief centers already 
set up in Laos and Cambo- 
dia, officials said. An ad- 
vance party will leave Fri- 
day for Saigon. 

Ih Canada and Sweden 


yesterday^ exiled American 
draft dodgers and military 
deserters reacted to the 
cease-fire announcement 
with a mixture of elation, 
caution and cynicism. 

Most noted that President 
Nixon’s announcement made 
no mention of amnesty. Lew 
Simon, 28, a U.S. army de- 
serter living in Stockholm, 
noted that Mr. Nixon “said 
earlier there will be no un- 
conditional amnesty.” 

Simon said he hoped that 
the cease-fire announcement 
is “the real thing” but said, 
“It is hard to believe that 
Mr. Nixon and the Thieu 
government will respect the 
cease-fire.” 

In Montreal, Gary Davis, 
23, who came to Canada two 
years ago, said the an- 
nouncement of a cease-fire 
meant nothing. 

“I lost personal interest in 
the war a long time ago,” 
Davis said. He said he had 
ho intention of returning to 
the United States even if 
there is an amnesty. 

In other world capitals: 

• The French government 
welcomed the cease-fire 
agreement and said it hoped 

, hostilities could also be 
stopped within 10 to 15 days 
in Laos and Cambodia.” 

• The Japanese govern- 
ment announced that it 
would consult with its Asian 
neighbors on convening an 
international conference to 
support the cease-fire in Vi- 
etnam and discuss ways of 
securing peace and stability 
in Asia. 

• Australian Prime Minis- 
: ter Gough Whitlam said 

“conclusion of a cease-fire 
agreement is a hopeful first 
• step toward the goal of 
eventual reconciliation be- 
i tween contending forces in 
Vietnam.” 


